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PLEASE SUPPORT THE ALS DISABILITY INSURANCE ACCESS ACT (5. 379)
Dear Senator,

As a constituent whose life has been impacted by ALS, | am writing to urge you to co-sponsor the ALS Disability
Insurance Access Act (5. 379). This bipartisan legislation was introduced by Senators Sheldon Whitehouse (D-
Rl) and Tom Cotton {R-AR) and would waive the five-month waiting period for people with ALS to receive
Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) or Medicare benefits.

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also known as "Lou Gehrig's disease,” is a progressive neurodegenerative
disease that affects nerve cells in the brain and the spinal cord. Eventually, people with ALS lose the ability to
initiate and control muscle movement, which often leads to total paralysis and death within five years of
diagnosis.

Acknowledging the unigue and rapid progression of this disease, in 2000 Congress waived the 24-month
waiting period for people with ALS to enroll in Medicare, intending that patients receive expedited access to
Medicare benefits immediately upon diagnosis. Unfortunately, this benefit is tied to the approval of a patient's
application to receive 55DI, which has a mandatory five-month waiting period. This arbitrary waiting period
results in unnecessary delays for people with ALS to receive the Medicare or 55D benefits they have earned
when they need it most. The ALS Disability Insurance Access Act would eliminate the five-month waiting
period that people with ALS currently endure before receiving 5501 or Medicare benefits once they are
qualified by the Social Security Administration.

Please co-sponsor the ALS Disability Insurance Access Act (5. 379) to waive the five-month waiting period for
people with ALS to receive 5501 or Medicare benefits. Thank you for your consideration and | look forward to
hearing from you at the address | have provided below.

Sincerely,

Mame:

Street Address:

City, State, Zip:

Email:
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE ALS DISABILITY INSURANCE ACCESS ACT (5. 379)
Dear Senator,

As a constituent whose life has been impacted by ALS, | am writing to thank you for co-sponsoring the ALS
Disability Insurance Access Act (5. 375). This bipartisan legislation was introduced by Senators Sheldon
Whitehouse (D-Rl) and Tom Cotton (R-AR) and would waive the five-month waiting period for people with ALS
to receive Social Security Disability Insurance (S5DI) or Medicare benefits.

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), also known as "Lou Gehrig's disease,” is a progressive neurodegenerative
disease that affects nerve cells in the brain and the spinal cord. Eventually, people with ALS lose the ability to
initiate and control muscle movement, which often leads to total paralysis and death within five years of
diagnosis.

Acknowledging the unigue and rapid progression of this disease, in 2000 Congress waived the 24-month
waiting period for people with ALS to enroll in Medicare, intending that patients receive expedited access to
Medicare benefits immediately upon diagnosis. Unfortunately, this benefit is tied to the approval of patient’s
application to receive 55DI, which has a mandatory five-month waiting period. This arbitrary waiting period
results in unnecessary delays for people with ALS to receive the Medicare or 55DI benefits they have earned
when they need it most. The ALS Disability Insurance Access Act would eliminate the five-month waiting
period that people with ALS currently endure before receiving 5501 or Medicare benefits once they are
qualified by the Social Security Administration.

Thank you again for your support of the ALS community by co-sponsoring the ALS Disability Insurance Access
Act (5.379).

Sincerely,

Mame:

Street Address:

City, State, Zip:

Email:




